SCS SB 73 -- M SSOURI COWM SSI ON ON OBESI TY
SPONSOR: Bl and ( Hol and)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 11 to 3.

This substitute establishes the M ssouri Conm ssion on Prevention
and Managenent of Cbesity within the Departnent of Health and
Seni or Services. The comm ssion is required to cooperate with
various federal and state departnents for the purpose of

devel opi ng and i npl enmenting a conprehensi ve approach to obesity
prevention and nmanagenent.

The functions and duties of the conm ssion are specified in the
substitute. The commi ssion will term nate on August 28, 2005.

The conmmi ssion will consist of 22 nenbers and is required to
conduct its first nmeeting by October 1, 2003, and quarterly
thereafter. The conmission is required to submt a report to the
Governor and the House Budget and Senate Appropriations
commttees by August 28, 2005. The contents of the report are
contained in the substitute.

The departnent is required to establish a resource databank
containing informati on about obesity and rel ated subjects by
January 1, 2004. The departnent is also required to provide
techni cal assistance to schools and school districts for the
pur pose of creating healthy school nutrition environnents.

The substitute contains an energency cl ause.
FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tinme of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that obesity is a state and nati onal
health problem Currently, over 71 mllion persons are affected
by obesity and obesity-related health problens. An increasing
nunber of M ssouri residents are obese, and the nunber of
children who are obese is increasing. It is inportant that

M ssouri begin to pronote greater awareness and prevention of the
probl em of obesity.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Bl and; and Anerican Heart
Associ ati on.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.

Joseph Deering, Legislative Analyst



